Measurement of risk in endemic areas of human African trypanosomiasis in Côte d'Ivoire.
An index of epidemiological risk was developed for the foci of human African trypanosomiasis (HAT) in the forest zone of Côte d'Ivoire, based on the following characteristics of Glossina palpalis palpalis populations: daily survival rate, apparent density of teneral males and females, and frequency of human-fly contact. The index agreed well with HAT prevalence. It varied according to ethnic groups and with seasonal changes in agricultural activities and fell rapidly to zero following the start of an anti-vector control campaign. Further studies in different biogeographical zones are desirable in order to substantiate the validity of the index.